Climate Change Has Destroyed This Once Popular Iraq Lake
by Nicole Bonaccorso
April 27, 2022 – Iraq's Lake Sawa is no longer. 
The lake, which was located west of Samawa in Iraq's Muthana Province, has disappeared due to climate change-induced drought and groundwater harvesting for agricultural and industrial purposes. 
Lake Sawa existed in a closed basin, meaning it wasn't fed by any river or stream, which helped to make a rise in salt concentration and encroaching sandstorms detrimental to the lake's existence.  Once home to at least 31 bird species,  including gray heron and ferruginous duck for centuries, it has now left in its place cracked soil and a dried lake bed.  It was once a hub for fishing and recreation.  Now all that is left cracked, dry soil with a small pond in the middle.  Abandoned hotels and tourist facilities speckle the shoreline.
“In previous years, the water area had decreased during the dry seasons.  But this year, for the first time, the lake has completely disappeared," environmental activist Husam Subhi said.  "This is a clear indication of the impact of climate change on the region.”
Climate change, rising temperatures and illegal wells are to blame, ArabNews.com reported.  The province has seen 3 years of drought, which significantly contributed to the lake's disappearance.  The government also blamed nearby cement and salt factories, which drained the groundwater that typically feeds Lake Sawa.
Muthana Province environmental department head Youssef Jabbar stressed, in an interview with AFP, that measures need to be taken, such as stopping wells and industrial projects.  He is hopeful that groundwater may return to the lake.  But for Sawa to be saved, the region would also need to experience several seasons of abundant rainfall.  Sawa's rainfall has been 30% of average over the last several years, according to ArabNews.com. 
Iraq's extreme vulnerability to climate change can be seen in the rapidly declined rainfall rates.  According to the Climate Change Knowledge Portal, they have fallen to between 25% to 65% below normal levels, leading to prolonged drought periods.
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